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The Shell Channel Pilot stands alone as the ultimate authority on cruising both sides of the English

Channel. Ever since the 1930s, when Adlard Coles published the original version, it has been

steadily upgraded and updated. The work never ceases. Under the Imray / Cunliffe house flag since

1992, it represents more than eighty years of effort. This is the sixth Imray edition, indicating that the

book is re-issued every three years in the untiring endeavour to keep it up to date. This time, the

text has been organized into defined sections. Each is prefaced by passage notes which are more

comprehensive than previously, lifting the work far above any simple harbour guide. Also included is

advice about Channel-crossing navigation, regulations, health and paperwork on both sides of the

water. Best of all remain the pilotage notes, the plans, the aerial and approach shots for harbours

great and obscure, plus the author's frank remarks about shoreside facilities. The net result is

unique - rigorous navigation advice to pilot you safely through the rocks, spiced with a light touch

guaranteed to raise a salty chuckle on winter evenings while you plan next summer's voyaging.
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Tom Cunliffe learnt how to sail in a 22 ft gaff sloop as a teenager on the Norfolk Broads. After nearly

being killed in a motorcycle accident at the age of 19 he read Law at university, but chose not to

enter the profession. Instead he worked as Mate on a coasting merchant vessel before chartering

and delivering yachts. He has been a sailing tutor for 35 years, at one point running his own sailing

school in the south of France, and has been a qualified Yachtmaster examiner since 1978. Cunliffe

has been a regular contributor to Yachting Monthly, Yachting World and SAIL magazine for many



years. A professional writer since 1986, Tom Cunliffe has won the Best Book of the Sea award

twice, for Topsail and Battleaxe and Hand, Reef and Steer.[4] In 2010 he presented the

award-winning six-part BBC documentary series, The Boats that Built Britain.
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